
Sapelo Island National Estuarine 

Research Reserve







National System

 Using a system of locally 

owned and managed 

protected areas  …

 Promoting stewardship of the 

nation’s estuaries through 

science and education …





protected 

for:
 Long-term research and 

monitoring

 Education

 Resource stewardship



state-federal 

partnership 

State role

 Land ownership and management 

 Staff

 Program implementation

Federal role

 Funding (70%)

 National coordination 

 Technical assistance



Locally Relevant ... 

Nationally 

Significant

 K-12 and public education 

 Monitoring and research efforts 

to address local issues 

 Resources stewardship 



System-wide Monitoring 

Program

Abiotic Monitoring

 Water quality

 Weather parameters 

Ecological Monitoring

 Habitat Change

 Eutrophication

Land Use Changes



Coastal Training 

Program

 Enhance the capacity to use scientific 

information for decision-making

 Increase networking and collaboration 

among coastal decision-makers and 

natural resource managers.



Visitor Center



Friends of Sapelo



Project Highlights



Native Garden





Living Shorelines



Living Shoreline



Rainbarrel Workshops



Rainbarrels

 35 workshops

 407 participants

Long-term evaluation

 I have installed my rain barrel as planned                        89%

 I would like to add more rain barrels 60%

Estimated # of gallons being collected annually     >300,000 !!!

 Estimate based on 298 35-gallon drums each collecting 1050 gallons/year calculated from the 

average rain events in coastal Georgia.



Sentinel Sites



Habitat Change Mapping



Gravel Pave Parking Area



 Habitat restoration

 Oyster reef ecological studies

 Invasive species monitoring

 SINERR also participates in the Georgia Coastal 

Ecosystems Long Term Ecological Research 

(GCE LTER) program and is involved with the 

development of International Ocean Observing 

Systems (IOOS) efforts in the NERR system 

and on the Georgia coast.

Additional highlights



Additional highlights

 Robust K-12 program including Teacher 

Workshops on the island

 40th Anniversary in 2016

 Social Science studies

 Practicum Series for Planners

 Strength of partnerships



THANK YOU!

Suzanne VanParreren

Stewardship Coordinator

Sapelo Island -

National Estuarine Research Reserve


