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Jim Turenne, CPSS
Assistant State Soil Scientist – Rhode Island 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service.

Jim.Turenne@ri.usda.gov or 401-822-8830
Information on CZSS: www.nesoil.com/sas or 

www.mapcoast.org
Social sites: @SoilSNE (Twitter/FB)

30 years soil survey, 15 years doing coastal 
zone mapping
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2010 RI Completes 1st CZSS

SAS for all 
lagoons

Beaches 
mapped

Special features 
added

Dunes mapped 
to series level

Anthropogenic 
soils mapped

4 Tidal Marsh 
Series

800+ Point data
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Main 
purpose of 
Soil Survey is 
to provide 
interpretatio
ns, suitability, 
limitations, 
ecologic 
information, 
and 
chemical/phy
-sical
property of 
the soils!
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“All we do in Soil Survey is Collect Data” 
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INTERPRETATIONS:
• Hydric Soil = Wetland
• High Watertable = Sever 

for most uses.
• Sandy soil – source of 

sand.
• Not Prime Farmland
• Hydrologic Group D
• Buried carbon = good 

riparian soils for nitrate 
removal.

• Site Index 55 for Red 
Maple

• High Pollinator Habitat –
dominated by Clethera

• Well suited wetland 
wildlife habitat

• Suited for 
Blueberries/Cranberry

• Frequent Ponding 
(vernal pool)

• High carbon pools
• Low AWC
• Low Runoff
• 50 plus more interps!

National Soil Information System NASIS  - The Beast! 
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Google:
SoilWeb
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Technical Soil Services (TSS)
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