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What is it?

• National database that houses much of the collected soils 

information over the last century.

• Consists of multiple interrelated soil applications and 

databases

• It aids in the collection, storage, manipulation and 

dissemination of soil information

• Is the largest repository for soils information in the US and 

is the basis for many datasets used in interpretations and 

thematic maps created by other agencies.



Why do we need it?

NASIS allows us to go from this



Why do we need it?

To this



Why do we need it?

• Allows for the quick update of  soil maps, data and 

interpretations.

• Allows for area and site specific interpretations

• Web Soil Survey (WSS) provides a conduit for the taxpayer 

to see what we’re doing and where.  No longer dependent 

on who can get a copy of the book.

• Both NASIS and WSS allow partners to show that the work 

they’re involved with can quickly be incorporated into a 

product that is disseminated to the public.  



Why am I telling you?

• Some agencies and organizations have requirements that 

all work be made available to the public

• To make others aware.  If you work with NRCS Soil 

Scientist’s you’ll hear NASIS mentioned over and over.

• Now some will have an understanding of the data we are 

required to collect in order to populate NASIS to generate 

needed interpretations

• To lay the groundwork for data collection and sharing.  

This way, data can be gathered that is able to be captured 

and stored in NASIS.  


